HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
elements of civic classicism survived and altered the
general scheme* In Russia, the production of handicraft
goods in cities yielded its place to the export of raw
materials and slaves, which, in that country alone
among the feudal lands, prevented the rise of a
powerful burgher class of craftsmen in opposition to
the Boyar overlords. Thus, analysis enables us to see
the similarities between any perspectives: synthesis
points out the differences.
It is important to realise, especially with regard to
the appearance of the Communist perspective in every
part of the capitalist world, that analysis and synthesis
are not merely intellectual exercises. History itself
moves in these two ways. Depressed classes rtiinlr and
act analytically. As they rise to power, the working of
a programme demands a multitude of synthetic adjust-
ments to particular circumstances. In past history the
utopianism of revolutionaries has gradually become
the conservatism of tradition. Yet, in the process,
which usually takes generations to mature, new social
forces and perspectives are generated and cycles of
history emerge.
These considerations are designed to raise the
discipline of our thinking about the Soviet Union to a
somewhat higher level than is common in our English
and American worlds*
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